
The Kingdom of Heaven  
 
 

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in 

pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” (Dan. 2:44) 
 
 
Both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament we find prophecies and texts that deal with 
God's kingdom. Unfortunately these are often not connected and interpreted in the light of each other. 
Another problem is that there is a somewhat obscure understanding of what is meant by the term "the 
kingdom of heaven" when used in the Bible. 
 
 

Traditions and Broken Expectations 
 
The time for the first coming of Christ had been revealed by prophecies centuries before it took place 
(Dan. 9:24-27)i. If the Jews had studied the Scriptures properly, with a sincere prayer to God for 
guidance and help to understand, they would have realized that the Messiah would come as a humble 
sacrificial lamb to die for the sins of the people and hence re-establish their relationship with Godii. 
But they were blinded by their hatred towards the Romans and their own desire for earthly glory and 
greatness. They did not want a saviour who would free them from sin, but one who could deliver them 
from the Roman suppression and establish a Jewish kingdom of greatness. 
 
They confused the prophecies describing the first and the second coming of the Messiah. Also those 
Jews who believed that Jesus really was the promised Messiah were influenced by this idea, and 
several times they were ready to make Him a king. Even the disciples could not let go the flattering 
thought that Jesus would establish an earthly kingdom. When Jesus was crucified their dream fell 
apart. Jesus had tried to explain to them that He would die and then rise again on the third day, but 
they were too blinded by the traditional teachings to understand what He was really talking about. 
 
After the resurrection, shortly before He ascended to heaven, Jesus told the disciples not to leave 
Jerusalem until they were given a special power, through the Holy Spirit, to preach the gospel in the 
entire world. Then they asked Him again: "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 
Jesus answered: "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put under His own 
authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:4-8). 
 
 

The Two Kingdoms of Heaven 
 
While Jesus and the disciples were gathered at the last supper, He explained to them what would 
happen after He had completed His mission on earth: "I go to prepare a place for you. And when I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you 
may be also..." (John 14:2-8). 
 
Jesus has promised to return. Further, He has promised that all who will accept Him as their Saviour 
will be heirs to His kingdom. He says: "And behold, I am coming quickly, and my reward is with Me, 
to give to every one according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, 
the First and the Last." (Rev. 22:12-13). We shall soon study the texts which talks about the events 
that will take place when Jesus returns. But first, let us look at the inheritance that is promised to the 
believers, the Kingdom of Heaven.  
 



Actually, the Bible talks about two kingdoms, the Kingdom of Grace and the Kingdom of Glory. 
Many find it difficult to distinguish between the two. Both are referred to as "the Kingdom of Heaven" 
and "the Kingdom of God". Yet they are quite different. We need understand this difference if we shall 
comprehend what the Bible teaches about the end time and the second coming of Christ. 
 
 

The Major Kingdoms of the World Foretold 
 
One night king Nebuchadnezzar II of Babylon had a special dream. In his dream he saw a statue, a 
great image of a man. The head was made of fine gold, the chest and arms of silver, the belly and 
thighs of bronze, and the legs of iron, while the feet were made partly of clay and partly of iron. As he 
was watching this, a stone was cut out, and it hit the feet and broke them in pieces. Consequently the 
whole statue was smashed into dust. The stone that had struck the image then became a great mountain 
that filled the whole earth (Dan. 2:31-33). 
 
With God's help Daniel, as the only person in Babylon, was able to retell and explain the dream to the 
king. The statue had illustrated the future major kingdoms of this world. The golden head was a 
symbol of Babylon (v. 38). "But after you [the Babylonian kingdom] shall arise another kingdom, 
inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. And a 
fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron... Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay 
and partly of iron, the kingdom [i.e. what would follow the "kingdom of iron", and was represented by 
the feet] shall be divided..." (v. 39-41). 
 
In the days of Daniel the fulfilment of this prophecy was still to be found in the future, but to us it is 
history. The major kingdom following the Babylonian was the Medo-Persian kingdom. Then came the 
kingdom of Alexander the great (Greece or Macedonia). The fourth kingdom, which was symbolized 
by the iron, was the Roman Empire, also known as "the kingdom of iron". Then there would be no 
more major world kingdoms, but the world was to remain divided. The history of Europe clearly 
shows how this prophecy has been fulfilled. Despite several attempts to gather the countries, by means 
of war and diplomacy, and not least royal marriages, they have not succeeded.  
 
"And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong 
and partly fragile. As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but 
they will not adhere, just as iron does not mix with clay." (v. 42-43). 
 
 

The Kingdom of Glory 
 
"And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever."  (v. 44). God's kingdom will be established when this 
world comes to an end, and “consume” all that previously has been. 
 
Jesus says: "Behold, I make all things new." (Rev. 21:5). The apostle John, being banished to the isle 
of Patmos, got to see what was meant by this in a vision. He tells us: "And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea." (Rev. 
21:1). 
 
What he saw was the Kingdom of Glory, the Kingdom where the saved will live for ever. The capital 
on the new earth is called the New Jerusalem; "the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of 
heaven from God, having the glory of God." (Rev. 21:10-11). John continues his description: "But I 
saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the city had no need 
of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it, and the Lamb is its light. 
And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light..." (Rev. 21:22-24). 
 



When this kingdom –  the eternal kingdom of glory –  is established, all sin, death, and misery will be 
removed for ever. All traces of sin will be taken away. The only remembrance of what once took place 
on this planet, will be the nail marks in the hands of Jesus. They will always be a reminder of the price 
that was paid to save humanity from sin and death. The saved will be a great pleasure to Jesus. They 
are the result of His sufferings.  
 
"He shall see the travail of His soul, and be satisfied. ... Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the 
great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong. Because He poured out His soul unto death, and 
He was numbered with the transgressors..." (Is. 53:11.12). 
 
In the Kingdom of Glory there is a throne of glory. We are told: "And there shall be no more curse, 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see 
His face, and His name shall be on their foreheadsiii. And there shall be no night there: They need no 
lamp or light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever." 
(Rev. 22:3-5). 
 
 

The Kingdom of Grace 
 
The other kingdom that the Bible speaks of as “the Kingdom of Heaven” is the Kingdom of Grace. It 
is this kingdom that Jesus talks about when He says: "For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you." 
(Luke 17:21). This was part of an answer to the Pharisees, the religious leaders of the Jews. Their 
question to Jesus had been when the kingdom of God would be established. What they had in mind 
was a kind of mixture of the Kingdom of Glory – God's promised kingdom of peace – and a new 
Jewish/Israeli period of greatness, similar to the situation during the reign of King Solomon. They 
knew from the prophecies that they had now entered the time when the Messiah would come. But they 
also coloured their expectations with the establishment of God’s physical kingdom. 
 
Jesus answered by referring to the Kingdom of Grace. By doing so He hoped to open their eyes so that 
they could understand His real mission. These people were sinners. If they did not repent they would 
be lost for ever and never get part in His kingdom. Jesus wanted them to realize that they needed a 
saviour, one who could save them from sin, and not from the Roman suppression. He wanted to teach 
them about God's plan of salvation. Therefore He answered: "The kingdom of God does not come with 
observation; nor will they say, 'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within 
you." (Luke 17:20,21). 
 
Later Jesus removed any cause for speculations about a kingdom of peace here on earth by saying: 
"My kingdom is not of this world." (John 18:36). Also the apostle Paul tells us not to focus on the 
worldly things, "for the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 14:17). 
 
 

The Throne of Grace 
 
Just as there is a throne in the Kingdom of Glory, we also find a throne in the Kingdom of Grace. The 
Word of God encourages us: "Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need." (Hebr. 4:16). 
 
The Kingdom of Grace was established after the fall of man. It includes God's promise of a substitute 
who would atone for the sins and bear the guilt of humanity; His promise of forgiveness to everyone 
that accept this substitute as their saviour through faith; and the promise of eternal life instead of the 
eternal death which is the deserved wages of sin. Jesus, the Son of God, was this substitute. He was 
"the true sacrificial lamb" which every sacrificial animal since the Garden of Eden had symbolized. 
"For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified." (Hebr. 10:14). 
 



As our substitute Jesus took upon Himself the sins of the whole world. Therefore He may and will 
forgive every sinner who is willing to repent and turn to Him. God's promise to all people is: "If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9). 
 
"Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord, Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool." (Is.1:18). When a person 
comes to God, He will by no means cast this person out (John 6:37). Instead He will adopt him as His 
child. He will start a purifying work and a restoring process in his heart, so that He will restore His 
image, which has been wiped out as a consequence of sin, in this person. God tells us what He wants 
to do: "I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people." (Hebr. 8:10). 
 
God will change the sinner so that he will no longer sin: "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and 
you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a 
new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you 
a heart of flesh. I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep 
My commandments and do them." (Ezek. 36:25-27). 
 
This is the result of God's grace. Often this grace has been spoken of as if it only included forgiveness. 
But the biblical grace is more than that. Paul described it this way: "For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem 
us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works." 
(Tit. 2:11-14). 
 
If we want to understand what the Kingdom of Grace really is, we need to understand how the Bible 
defines what it calls "the grace of God that brings salvation". The Kingdom of Grace, which begins 
within us already while we are here on earth – "in the present age" – may be described as a 
preparation for the Kingdom of Glory which will be established when Jesus returns, and endure for 
ever. 
 
When we come to God, to His throne of grace, He will fulfil His promises in us and restore His image 
in us so that He can take us with Him to heaven. "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk 
in My statues, and you will keep My judgment and do them. Then you shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God. I will deliver you from all your 
uncleannesses." (Ezek. 36:27-29). 
 
 

The Kingdom and the Holy Spirit 
 
We must not forget that all this is from God (2 Cor. 5:17-18). He is the one who makes us obedient to 
the laws of heaven. Yet we are not entirely passive in this process. We have to make our own choices, 
and we must turn to God with all our heart –  if He shall be able to change us. Not only once, or every 
now and then, but every day. Then He will cleanse us from our sinful habits and lusts, and gradually 
we will be shaped according to His image. Our character will increasingly show that God is the Lord 
of our lives. 
 
When the infidel Pharisees accused Jesus of casting out demons with the help of Satan, He answered: 
"...if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? ... But if I 
cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you." (Matt. 
12:26,28). Once again Jesus showed them the true meaning of the Kingdom of Grace, the kingdom 
which begins within the human hearth and results in a change in attitude and character. 
 



We are told that "the kingdom of God is not in word but in power" (1 Cor. 4:20). It is this power that is 
at our disposal when we come to the throne of grace to "obtain mercy and find grace to help in the 
time of need" (Hebr. 4:16). This power has been offered freely to all people since the fall of man.  
 
God "is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us" (Eph. 3:20). "For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure." (Phil. 2:13). They who choose to surrender completely to God, will become a part of His 
kingdom, which consists of "righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 14:17). 
 
The Bible often uses death and resurrection as an illustration of what happens to a person who gives 
himself completely to God. The old life without God and in sin is left behind, and a new life begins as 
the believer makes a covenant with God. Visually this is expressed through the symbolic act of 
baptism, where the believer is completely covered by water as a testimony of his decision. The biblical 
baptism is "not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God" 
(1 Pet. 3:21). 
 
The baptism itself does not wash away violations of the law or sinful tendencies. Rather it is a symbol 
of what will happen in the life of the converted. "Therefore,” Paul explains, “we were buried with 
Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. ... knowing this, that our old man was crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin." 
(Rom. 6:4.6). "There is therefore no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 
according to the flesh [i.e. follows ones fallen nature and its lusts], but according to the Spirit." (Rom. 
8:1). 
 
By the help and power of the Holy Spirit we may overcome any sin and bad habit in our lives. "Walk 
in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh." (Gal. 5:16). God has promised that He will 
"give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him" (Luke 11:13). He will deliver us from the slavery of sin, 
so that we "shall be free indeed" (John 8:36).  
 
"…where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, behold as in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the 
Spirit of God." (2 Cor. 3:17-18). 
 
 

Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven 
 
The Kingdom of God begins within the heart, Jesus said. With several parables He tried to illustrate 
this spiritual growth, i.e. how a person is changed from being a sinner without love for God and His 
law, to become more and more like God in character, attitude, and acts.  
 
In one parable He compared God's kingdom with a little mustard seed: "The kingdom of heaven is like 
a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field, which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but 
when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
nest in its branches." (Matt. 13:31-32). 
 
This parable shows how God works to change a person. No one has fallen too deep for Him to reach. 
No matter who they are and what they have done, He will begin His work in them by carefully sowing 
the principles of heaven in their hearts. Through a daily fellowship with Him and by the help of His 
power, a Christian will experience a continual growth, being increasingly formed after the image of 
God. What began as something small and rather insignificant will little by little grow bigger than 
everything else and become clearly visible. 
 
Jesus told yet another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in 
three measures of meal till it was all leavened." (Matt. 13:33). This parable also illustrates how God is 



able to let the principles of heaven "leaven" all aspects of life until they finally dominate everything. 
No part will be left untreated. God does a perfect job when He changes the human character. 
 
 

The Testimony of the Character 
 
"But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those 
who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God." (John 1:12-13). 
 
A Pharisee named Nicodemus chose to visit Jesus at night as he feared somebody might see him 
talking to Him. Yet, his heart desired to learn more about God's truths, and that night Jesus revealed to 
him important secrets about the kingdom of God. He said: "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." And as a further explanation of this He said: "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." (John 3:3, 5-6). 
 
The new birth – of God, by His Spirit – results in a totally new life. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new." (2 Cor. 
5:17). "And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires." (Gal. 5:24). 
Life will hence be characterized by the fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (v. 22). These fruits of the character will 
be a hallmark of the life of the Christian. "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit." (Matt. 7:17).  
 
It is a person's character that shows which kingdom he is a citizen of. "A good tree cannot bear bad 
fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. ... Therefore by their fruits you will know them." (v. 18. 20). 
It is not only the confession that counts. Jesus says: "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven." (v. 21). 
 
A confession is without value if it is not accompanied by "fruits worthy of repentance" (Luke 3:8). A 
faith without these fruits is called "dead", and is compared to a body without breath (James 2:17-26). 
What counts is to be "a new creation" (Gal. 6:16), as the old life in lawlessness and in opposition to 
God is left behind. All things have become new, a change resulting from the work of the Holy Spirit 
within the human heart. 
 
About His followers Jesus says: "They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world." (John 
17:16). They are in the world, but not like it. What does this mean? Simply put, it means that they live 
according to principles that we do not find in this world, which since the fall of man has been under 
Satan's dominion. They are born of God and are still being changed to become more like Him. They 
"live in the Spirit" and "walk in the Spirit", and they have "crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires" (Gal. 5:25.24). 
 
"Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can 
it be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. ... For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another... For if you live according to 
the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. ... There 
is therefore no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, 
but according to the Spirit. ... [Jesus] condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirements of 
the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ... 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God." (Rom. 8:7-8; Gal. 5:17; Rom. 
8:13.1.3-4.14). 
 
 
 



Where the Two Kingdoms Meet 
 
"...if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put 
off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created 
according to God, in righteousness and true holiness." (Eph. 4:21-24). 
 
All this is a result of people becoming part of the Kingdom of Grace. When we come to the throne of 
grace, and regret and confess our sins, "He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). This cleansing from sin is the important part of God's plan of 
salvation that restores a person so that he may again enter the Garden of Eden and eat from the fruit of 
the tree of life (Gen. 3:24; Rev. 22:14). 
 
The members of the Kingdom of Grace are the same who will become members of the Kingdom of 
Glory. In one of his psalms David, the king of Israel, asked who would become members of this 
kingdom: "Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?" The answer 
was a description of the character of these people: 
 
"He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart; he who does not 
backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbour, nor does he take up a reproach against his 
friend; in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he honours those who fear the Lord; he who 
swears to his own hurt and does not change; he who does not put out his money at usury, nor does he 
take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved." (Psalm 15). 
 
 
 
                                                 
i.The prophecy in Dan. 9:24-27 was given to Daniel in the days of the Jewish captivity in Babylon. The angel Gabriel (v.21) tells 
David: "Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most 
Holy." (v.24). This determined period was, according to the Hebrew text, "cut off" for Daniel's people and his holy city, i.e. for 
the Jewish people as God's chosen people and for Jerusalem as His chosen city. All the points mentioned by the angel were 
fulfilled by Jesus, the promised Messiah.  
 
The time period, the "70 weeks", was not literal weeks, but "year weeks" based on a Jewish way of counting. These "year weeks" 
were formed after the principles of a normal week, where the first six days were ordinary days of labor and everyday business, 
while the seventh day was God's holy Sabbath, the day He had blessed after the creation and put aside from all work, trade and 
worries. In a "year week" the first six years were ordinary years, but the seventh year was a "year of rest" in which the fields 
were supposed to lie fallow etc. We may read about this in Lev. 25:3-4: "Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you 
shall prune your vineyard, and gather in its fruit; but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a 
Sabbath to the Lord. You shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard." The same principle of regarding one day as one 
year is found in Numb. 14:34 and Ezek. 4:6. The prophecy in the book of Daniel is in other words about a period of:  
 
"70 weeks" = "490 days" = 490 years. 
 
Gabriel continues by giving the starting point for when this period that is "cut of" begins, and this was "from the going forth of 
the command to restore and build Jerusalem" (v.25). The Medo-Persian kingdom took over as world rulers after the Babylonian, 
and three commands went forth from the Medo-Persian kings concerning Jerusalem and the Jews. The final and most complete 
was given by Artaxerxes in the Autumn of 457 BC, which we may read about in Ezra 7. After this command had been given 
there would first be "seven weeks" and then "sixty-two weeks", or all together 483 literal years, until "Messiah the Prince".  After 
these years "Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself" (v.26). If we count 483 years from the Autumn of 457 BC we end up 
in the Autumn of 27 AD. (Note that year 0 does not exist. We therefore need to add one year to our calculation.) In Luke 3 we 
may read about the event that took place in those days: Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan River (v.1-3, 21-33). Until then 
He had faithfully worked in the workshop of Joseph, and few people had heard about Him. But the Jordan event marked a 
turning point: Now Jesus became the Messiah (the word meaning "the Anointed"), as "the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form 



                                                                                                                                                         
like a dove upon Him" and in this way anointed Him for the work He had come to do (v.22). Luke goes on by telling: "Now 
Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age". 
 

When Jesus began His mission there was only one "year week" left of the "70 weeks" that had been determined for the Jewish 
nation and for Jerusalem. The prophecy said about this final "week": "Then He [Messiah] shall confirm a covenant with many for 
one week." (v.27). We may read about this covenant in Hebr. 8:10-12. Then we are told the time when Messiah would die for the 
sins of the world: "in the middle of the week" this would happen (v.27). In other words, three and a half years after He had begun 
His ministry, "Messiah [would] be cut off, but not for Himself..." This brings us to the Spring of 31 AD. Precisely at that time, 
during the Passover of 31 AD, Jesus was nailed to the cross (Mark 14:12, 15:16-39). Jesus knew the prophecies, and He knew 
very well Himself when the time would come for Him to die. Therefore He could also say: "My time has not yet fully come." 
(John 7:8). And as the time approached He made several attempts to explain to His disciples what would soon take place: "You 
know that after two days is the Passover and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified." (Matt. 26:2). The prophecy in 
Daniel 9:24-27 was fulfilled exactly the way it had been written centuries earlier. 

ii."But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 
and with His stripes we are healed. ... And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was 
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter... He was taken from prison and from judgment, 
and who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of my people He was 
stricken." (Is.53:5-8) 

iii.God's name is an expression of His character. When the text says that the people shall have His name on their foreheads, it 
means that they will have His character "written" in their mind. (A person's character is "located" in the frontal part of his brain, 
in the lobus frontalis.) In other words, they will again be completely formed after the image of God, just as it had been in the 
beginning when God created man in His image, and reflect His character. 


